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Fresh Farm Products, Inc.-+~@=- .

PROOUCE OF u.~As P.0, BOX 1453, AMERICUS, GEORGIA 31709

December 15, 1997

DocketsManagement Branch (HFA-305) 7334 “97 DEC22 P2 :24
Food &Drug Administration
12420 Parkkvn Drive - ~ 1-23
Ro&iMz, MD 20857

RE: Docket #97N-0451

This letter is in r-ponse to the I)RAFT guidelines orJmicrobieI saf~ of produce remtly promulgated by the
Food & bru~ Admhdslration and presented at a series of Publk I&rings held during rho week of December
I-5, 1997. WMIE I commend an lnitktive which would erhanee cammer confidence in *IBsde& of US
grown fruit and vegetables, I have several serious concerns regarding the process and the DRAFT guidelines,

(1)

(2)

0)

(4)

The rapid pace ofhearir@, publication and ammenrs may overlook andhr ignore research currently
in proees9 which was initiated by FDA. The National Advisory Canmktee on Mlcrob~ological
Criteria for Foods (NACMCF) is addressing this fbod Mety issue. However, due to the cornphwtity
of our indushy and lack of sound rcsauch information m to potential sources mierobio]ogiwd hazmi$
this research process must follow a systematic process. It cannot be hurried or short cutted. Any
effort to put in place federal stendards cmhow to grow, hanmst and handle commodities should have a
scientific basis ~.

The produce industry is actively engaged in efforts to assurethemicrobiological safety M fresh fiwit ‘
~d vegetables. In wo~~ng ~ MS p~j~t OUr indus@ ~SS fou~d thereistoo l[tr]e6ou~d Seientiflc

knowledge re~arding the sources of microbial haeards. Until sufficient research is awdable, I feel it

is ridiculous ,to give the consumer a fhlse sense of seourity and diminish their confidence when there is
another food safety outbraak allegedly caused by produce.

On& FDA issue guidelines. the marketplace will rapidly make the guidelhms mandatory through
contract provisions, This will rquire me, and dl ot)wrW produxs that wanL tcr sell our product, to
expend resources m adjust our production practiceg; adJNxrtents which may have no appreciable
effect on improvi~ fbod safe~.

b

We live and work in a glob~ marketplace, Most growers ~mpe[eI against importedproducts, but

FDA has proposed no the line or st~ategy fbr hafing these guidelines apply (o our ‘&ading p&ner
countri~.’ Again..putting us on art unlevel playing field with our ‘trading partners.’ Plus, if the US
forces our trading partners to follow a docurnem not based on science, the requirement will inevitably
be challenged m a non-mrlff trede barrier, ....- >

Our industry has a long history of providing rhehighest quality, .wfest most economical produce in the world.
TOcontinue this tradition. . .FDA sheuId be concernedwithpushing for real Scientific unders[~din~ not
offer the quick fix ofa pubIic relations pxcepcicm cempeign,

SinwAy,
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